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Project Summary (150 words maximum)

Social networking technologies have the ability to increase student engagement and enhance classroom interaction,
especially in courses with large numbers of students. However, current commercial and public social networking
tools are inadequate for creating safe, private learning spaces where students can engags in critical thought and
scholarly activities. The UBC Centre for Teaching, Learning (CTLT) and the Sauder School of Business, in response
to requests for social-networking based teaching tools, created a “proof of concept” rapid response and commenting
platform, PulsePress, which has been successfully piloted in a term long classroom deployment to more than 650
Sauder students. This project will provide the resources to:

e apply UBC pedagogical research methodologies to determine effectiveness of the PulsePress pilot,
e enhance the sustainability and functionality of the PulsePress tool,
e scale and extend the PulsePress platform into a University-wide teaching and learning tool




